
Canvas Monthly Meeting - Agenda 
Date and Time: 1 November 2021, 11 am to 12 pm 
Venue: Via Zoom https://auckland.zoom.us/j/645526692 
 

Chair Gemma Sinclair 

Presenters: 
Gemma Sinclair, Rachel Roskvist, Chun Li 

Attendees: 
Adeline Fung, Aisha Khan, Aldon Hartley, Andrew Withy, Angel Talluri, 
Angela Tsai, Anna Ma, Anna-Marie Simcock, Catherine Wright, Cathy Hua, 
Craig Housley, Duncan McGillivray, Gail Ledger, Heera Kim, Hong Lee, Jacqui 
Thornley, Jennifer Tham, Julia Novak, Kevin Jia, Manisha Cronje, Margaret 
Tibbles, Maria Rodrigues, Maribel Caballero, Mark Thomson, Michael Hurst, 
Michelle Yao, Mingming Wang, Morgan Nicolasen, Nabeel Albashiry, Nicola 
Bermingham, Nicola Paton, Nigel Gearing, Odette Murdoch, Oriel Kelly, Pam 
Kam, Patricia Yip, Rachelle Singleton, Radhini Sabanayagam, Sam Smart, 
Sarah-Jane Crewther, Sheryll McIntosh, Tony Chung, Una Lightfoot, Wen-
Chen Hol, Xiaowei Ding 

 

Agenda items Comments 

DCO update 
(deadline 5th 
Nov) - Gemma 
Sinclair 

The due date for DCO is a Friday (5th Nov. 2021) and there will be a 
reminder notification going out today (1st Nov. 2021). The course 
director will get a notification if their course outline is in a new or 
editing state. And if there are still items that are in new / editing state, 
they will get a follow-up reminder that it’s overdue. 
 
A quick update: We have 23% published overall and 36% are in 
progress. Arts has 70% published already and 29% in progress, etc. 
 
A quick reminder: DCO is public. So if the course outlines are 
published, they (students) can click view to see overview, learning 
outcomes and assessment information, etc. They would also be able to 
view the previous years.  
 
A quick correction: previously - the course prescription will be included 
in the search terms. Clarification: it’s in the search result card, not in 
the search terms.  
 
Comment: Final exams and DCO are taking priorities in Connect. 
Responses to other enquiries might be delayed this week and next 

https://auckland.zoom.us/j/645526692


week. If you have any questions or suggestions about priorities, please 
contact Morgan Nicolasen. 

H5P support 
resources - 
Gemma Sinclair 
 

We enabled H5P as an external tool at the end of May. There are 49 
content types, including five new tools in June and August releases. 
We have 400 authors currently using H5P. There have been some 
updates in the H5P support site: 
https://uoa.sharepoint.com/sites/LearnH5P  
Please see more details and examples from Gemma’s PowerPoint 
slides.  

Piazza updates - 
Gemma Sinclair 
 

Piazza Security: Students / alumni with university email address. To 
prevent that, you can add an access code. We also recommend 
disabling the instructor self-sign up. We had six tickets and they are 
the recommendations provided by Piazza support. The L&T team will 
be investigating a new LTI which will enrol course roster. 
 
Piazza Contract: Thanks for your extended patience this year. We have 
negotiated significantly discounted pricing for an enterprise license in 
2022. However, the Piazza standard pricing model is not sustainable. 
So we will be reviewing alternatives next year including potentially 
piloting new discussion tools. 
 
Canvas is also making improvements to Discussions, including 
moderation reporting and anonymous posting (to peers, not to 
instructors).  
 
Comment: If people are aware of particular software as an alternative 
to Piazza, please let us know. We will be looking for people interested 
in piloting alternatives next year once we work out a shortlist. 

InstructureCon 
update - Chun Li 

The InstructureCon videos are available on their website: 
https://www.instructure.com/canvas/resources/instructurecon-2021 
The breakout rooms were not recorded. not all the topics were 
relevant to us, but you can search by the tag Higher Ed.  

New Quizzes 
available in 2022 
- Gemma Sinclair 

New quizzes will be available for all courses from the beginning of 
2022. Canvas will be phasing out the use of Classic Quizzes in 2023. 
There are new features in New Quizzes, e.g. Categorisation and 
Ordering.  
 
Classic Quizzes can be migrated to New Quizzes. Instructure are 
seeking feedback on New Quizzes APIs. 
 
Please read more about New Quizzes in Gemma’s PowerPoint slides.  
 
Comment 1: Reusing Question banks needs more testing. Please share 
examples with us for testing. 

https://uoa.sharepoint.com/sites/LearnH5P
https://www.instructure.com/canvas/resources/instructurecon-2021


Comment 2: New quizzes can be used more by teachers to provide 
timely feedback to students. 
Comment 3: RAA will update our Remote Learning website. 
Comment 4: We need to test the accessibility of question types.   

Canvas New 
Releases: 
Immersive 
Reader and 
Accessibility 
Checker - Chun 
Li 

The accessibility checker indicator shows the number of potential 
issues in a Rich Content Editor. The checker will suggest the ways to fix 
the accessibility issues and you can review and fix them.  
 
Immersive reader is available in syllabus page, pages and assignment 
descriptions. Both staff and students can use it. You can use it to 
change the font, change the background colour, translate to other 
languages, etc. Text can be translated to Maori. But it cannot read out 
Maori at the moment.  
 
Immersive Reader is enabled in all the courses. Students also have the 
option to enable immersive Reader in their user settings.  
 
Canvas is working on Canvas discussions and groups. You can provide 
suggestions / feedback from the links: Discussions: 
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Discussions-
Announcements/gh-p/discussions  
Groups: https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/The-Product-
Blog/Discussions-Redesign-User-Group-Early-Access/ba-p/463597  
 
Comments: re Immersive Reader, it is primarily an accessibility tool. 
We can either disable it but students can still enable it in their user 
settings (as Chun mentioned) or make it available in all courses. So it’s 
not possible to completely remove it.  

Presentation: 
Canvas 
discussions for 
assessing 
students during 
a clinical 
attachment - 
Rachel Roskvist 

Rachel Roskvist has been using Canvas Discussions in her courses. She 
talked about using Canvas discussions option for engagement and 
assessing students. Rachel’s presentation recording is published in 
canvas.ac.nz. 
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